A Whole-Hearted Thanks (Psalm 111)

May God the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless us with wholly thankful hearts.  Amen.

Have we ever given the Lord thanks with our whole heart?  That message was on the heart and mind of the psalmist who wrote Psalm 111.  He began that Psalm with these words:  I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart…
For the Hebrew to give thanks with the whole heart meant the whole self was involved – one’s emotions, one’s feelings, one’s passions, one’s instinct and one’s knowledge.  Nothing of the inner self was left out when it came to giving thanks to the Lord for the awesome things He had done for His people.
It’s commonplace for movie stars and politicians to give thanks. Oscar winners give heart-felt thanks to producers, directors, and family members for support and a job well done on the Hollywood stage.  Political candidates who win or lose primaries always remember to give thanks to all who supported them in the race to the White House.

And haven’t we always taught our children to say thank you when they received gifts or honors. One Halloween when my son, Michael, was four years old he went trick or treating door to door with my wife, Priscilla, and another mom with her son in a New Orleans neighborhood. 
When one lady of the house dropped a box of raisins in Michael’s Halloween bag, Michael stood motionless and didn’t say a word.  Priscilla said to our son, Michael, say thank you.  But Michael extremely disappointed with this gift spoke up and shouted, But I don’t like raisons! - so much for a lesson in etiquette and saying thank you with the whole heart.
Back to the Hebrew psalmist and what prompted him to give a whole-hearted thanks to the Lord.  In verses two to four the works of the Lord are great and His deeds are wonderful.  A better sense of these verses reminds us that the Lord’s deeds are something remarkable.  They transcend human intelligence and imagination.  Ancient Israelites would think of the Lord’s wonderful deeds in terms of the crossing at the Red Sea or the water, manna and quail in the wilderness.
Since the Congregation Council has invited us to lunch today to celebrate last year’s ministry and to give thanks to the Lord, I wonder what wonderful deeds the Lord has done among us at Trinity.
Baptisms of children and adults where Christ’s grace embraces them forevermore and makes them His sons and daughters for good;

First Communion of children where they are welcomed at the Lord’s Table for faith and life;

Marriages for husband and a wife to celebrate God’s gift of oneness;

Burials where loved ones are commended to the Lord and rest in His promise of everlasting life;

New members who joined us to grow in faith and share in our common mission;

Faithful leaders, inspired worshippers, Sunday guests, bell ringers and choir singers who were touched by God’s life-giving word from Scripture;
Older church members who model the faith for us and who encourage the younger crowd to share their gifts as well.

The babies who cry in worship, the children who give hugs, the youth who serve with smiles and enthusiasm;

The hungry in Hixson fed, the seminary student in Chicago supported, the missionary in Mexico City encouraged;
The grip of loneliness broken, the welcoming to warm the heart, the visits to show care;

The anointing the head the oil, the laying on of hands for healing, the prayers offered up to God as incense.

And the many more things you can think of for thankful living unto God.
The Lord has indeed worked His wonders among us.  We will give thanks to the Lord with our whole heart.  We will delight in Him for the Lord is gracious and merciful, faithful and just, and holy and awesome.
Thanks be to God!  

Amen.
