Listen!  God is Calling (1 Samuel 3:1-10, 11-20, The Lord speaks and we listen to His saving word.)

Epiphany 2B, January 15, 2012

May God the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit keep speaking to us and may we keep listening for God’s saving word.  Amen

Whose voice are we listening to when it comes to this downtown ministry with inner city youth called Club Fathom or Mosaic Church?

I believe that Mayor Ron Littlefield wants this club or ministry closed because of all the violence associated with it.  Chattanooga Police Chief Bobby Dodd is not a fan of this club or ministry either.  The police departments reports that in the past several years officers have responded to 344 service calls at Mosaic Church or near it.

The pastor of this church, Tim Reid, defends his ministry to inner city youth.  He feels that God has called him to deal with the gang problem in Chattanooga sharing Jesus Christ who can really bring a change to youth who are at risk and who are breaking the law.
Pastor Tim Reid believes that God is calling him to this downtown ministry with inner city youth.

God called young Samuel under the tutelage of the priest, Eli, to be a prophet.  At first Samuel did not understand this nor did the experienced priest, Eli. 

Eli’s eyesight was dim in his elder years.  He could not physically see clearly or this may be a way of talking about Eli not seeing God’s presence in his life or ministry very well at all.  Could it be that Eli had lost touch with God?  

After all, in Eli’s day the word of the Lord was rare and visions were not widespread.  In any case, Eli’s eyesight was dim – physically and maybe even spiritually.  At first in today’s First Reading, Eli doesn’t clearly hear God’s call for the boy Samuel.

So how well do we listen to God today?  A few decades ago famous evangelist, Oral Roberts, claimed that God spoke to him in a vision to build a new medical center in Tulsa, Oklahoma complete with a 900 feet tall statue of Jesus. 
We tend to be skeptical of the visions or dreams of television evangelists who have grandiose ministry ideas.  We wonder if God was really calling them to engage in such major projects costing millions of dollars.
But on the other hand some will not even give God the chance to whisper in their ears.  They will not listen to what the Lord God is telling them.  They are shot out of the cannon of life, full speed ahead, doing their own thing, dismissing reflective thought, and wiping God out of their lives.  They turn a deaf ear to God.  They make no attempt to listen to God at all.

Decades ago multi-millionaire, cable TV news mogul, Atlanta Braves owner, husband of actress, Jane Fonda, the one and only Ted Turner said that the Ten Commandments were a crutch for Christians.  That pretty well says God has nothing good to say today.  It is nonsense to try to listen to God.

Today the philosophy of post-modernism says that truth is totally subjective.  You decide what is true.  Forget the stories of Scripture and revealed truth there.  You are in charge of your life and there is simply no need to listen to God.  You can figure it all out by yourself.
Reality TV gives us a major dose of the post-modern philosophy.  Watch people with their problems; see them shacking up; observe them trying to make a name for themselves.  It’s all me, me, me…  I determine my fate.  I call the shots.  I am in control.  God is nowhere to be found. There is no sense of a divine being.  There is no sense of listening to God or watching for His breaking into one’s life. 

Subjectivity trumps divine revelation and God’s voice won’t be heard.  There is not even a dialogue between the two.  There is no theological reflection.  There is no attempt to seek the divine.  There is no attempt to listen to God and the soul becomes lost in despair and hopelessness.  Who wants to live like that?
But listening to God is making a comeback.  It was once a major way of praying in the early church called divine reading or lectio divina.  It has four parts – reading Scripture, meditating, praying and contemplating.  Don’t talk to God, but listen to Him.  Be filled with the divine presence.  Enjoy the presence of God in your life and listen, listen, listen to what the Lord God is saying to you.

That way of praying – listening to God - is making a comeback among Christians.  Yes, it involves listening to God through Scripture and listening to the Lord’s still small voice with your heart, soul and mind.  This old way of praying making a comeback includes divine revelation and one’s own feelings, perceptions, and thinking to discern the will of God.  It is divine truth and subjectivity in dialogue.  It is not one without the other.
Even though Eli’s eyesight was dim and even though the word of the Lord was rare in those days, Eli finally caught on.  The Lord was indeed calling young Samuel to listen to His word.  Samuel finally did.  And what the Lord told Samuel was hard to swallow because the Lord was about to punish the household of Eli for his disobedient sons.

Mainline Christian denominations are on the decline today in our country.  Europeans churches are generally not very filled on Sundays. But the Christian faith is growing in Malaysia, Singapore, and in Namibia.  God is still speaking.  Are we listening to Him?
The book of Hebrews reminds us that God spoke to His people of old by the prophets, but now He speaks to us by His Son, Jesus the Christ.  Christ said to Philip, Follow me.  Phillip listened.   He followed.

Christ is calling each one of us to follow Him this day.  Are we listening to Him?  The first disciples listened to Jesus say…

Whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all; do we listen to the Christ calling us to a life of humble service?
For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many;  do we listen to the Christ who gave His life on the cross so that we will not suffer the punishment for sinful living?
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength…and You shall love your neighbor as yourself; do we listen to the Christ who gives us the true purpose in life?
Take, this is my body…This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many; do we listen to the Christ who gives us His own self in Holy Communion so that our sins are forgiven and we have a foretaste of the feast to come?
The first disciples listened to these words of Jesus and so do we.  We listen for faith and life.  We listen for inspiration and strength to meet the days ahead.  We listen because Jesus gives us the words of eternal life.
A father took his son to a symphony concert.  The father said to his young son, Listen to the flutes in this song.  But the child could not distinguish the flutes.  He looked up to his father and said, What flutes, father?
The child first needed to hear the flutes by themselves – separate from whole orchestra – before he could be able to hear them in a symphony.

So it is with us as believers in Christ.  Unless we take time to hear Christ’s voice in the quiet moments of life, we will not be able to hear Him in the symphony sounds of life where voices of greed, evil, materialism, selfishness and despair blend in with the voices of truth, goodness, faith and love.
May we like Samuel listen for the voice of God speaking to us; and listening, may we finally say like that prophet of old, Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.  
Thanks be to God!

Amen.
